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Newly elected SDCC council; 1st row:  Cindy Swayze, Wynona Bigknife. 2nd row: CN council member at-
large Jack D. Baker, Phil Konstantin, George Lynch, Mike Ledger and CN council member at-large Julia 
Coates.  Not pictured:  Shannon Ventuleth. 
 
 

SDCC Council 
Elected 

 
Council elections for the San Diego 
Cherokee Community were held on May 
18, 2008, during the 2nd Annual SDCC 
Picnic at De Anza Cove on Mission Bay. 
 
Four individuals were elected to a two-
year term.  There are Wynona Bigknife, 

Phil Konstantin, Mike Ledger, and 
George Lynch.  Two individuals were 
elected to a one-year term.  They are 
Cindy Swayze, and Shannon Ventuleth.  
Per the SDCC by-laws, next year three 
individuals will be elected to a two-year 
term. 
 
Jack D. Baker, Cherokee Nation council 
member at-large watched over the 
counting of the ballots. 
 



The council positions are: 
 
Meeting Facilitator – Phil Konstantin 
Records Keeper – George Lynch 
Treasurer – Mike Ledger 
Membership Coordinator – in need of 
Program Coordinators – Cindy Swayze 
and Shannon Ventuleth 
Alternate Facilitator, Records Keeper & 
Newsletter editor– Wynona Bigknife 
 
The SDCC council is in need of another 
council member.  If interested, please 
contact the council at  
 
sandiegocherokeecommunity@yahoo.com 
 
Now that the San Diego Cherokee 
Community has approved by-laws and 
their first elected council, the 
organization is ready to move on to be 
approved and recognized by the newly 
formed Cherokee Nation Community 
Association, which oversees the various 
satellite communities. 
 

Next Meeting 
 
The next meeting will be June 29 
starting at 1 p.m. at the Claremont 
Community Center, 4731 Clairemont Dr.  
Please bring a dessert to share.  Drinks 
will be provided. 
 

 
Cherokee Double Wall baskets (2 baskets on the left) 

 
George Lynch will teach a class on 
basket weaving.  He will show attendees 
how to make a Cherokee Double Wall 
basket or a similar basket.  All basket 
weaving supplies will be provided by the 
SDCC. 
 
A book on basket weaving signed by its 
author, Charlotte Coats well renowned 
Cherokee basket weaver, is being 
donated by her for our raffle. 
 
 

2007 Memberships 
Have Expired!! 

 
Memberships paid last year have expired 
as of April 30, 2008.  Please renew your 
membership today! 
 
Memberships are $25 for a single 
member and $35 for all members in a 
family.  You can find an application on 
our website: 
 
www.sandiegocherokeecommunity.com 
 
Mail the application along with your 
check to SDCC, PO Box 1871, Lemon 
Grove, CA  91946-1871 
 
 
 

Foster Parents 
 

The Valley Oaks Foster Family Agency 
is currently looking for an adoptive 
home for a 5 year old Cherokee girl.  
They are a non-profit agency that 
recruits, trains and certifies foster 
homes.  They have contracts with San 
Diego and Riverside counties.  They also 
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have agreements with the Rincon ICWA 
consortium tribes and the Santa Ysabel 
reservation. 
 
They take children considered to be 
“Special Needs”.  A child who is an 
ICWA child is also eligible for 
placement with the Valley Oaks Foster 
Family Agency. 
 
The ICWA homes need to have at least 
one parent who is a member of a 
recognized tribe.  Otherwise, the 
children’s tribe must give permission to 
place in an approved non-Indian home 
on a case by case basis.  They routinely 
turn down from 2 to 4 ICWA placements 
each week due to not having an Indian 
family to place a child into their home.   
 
They have also worked with the ICWA 
Department in Oklahoma on placing 
their member children in approved 
homes in this area. 
 
For more information or if you are 
interested in becoming a foster parent, 
please contact Dennis Schieffer at the 
Valley Oaks Foster Family Agency, at 
951-265-8141 or via email schieffer496 
@aol.com. 
 
NOTE:  SDCC does not vouch for the 
validity of this organization, so do your 
homework. 
 

Upcoming Pow-Wows 
 
June 21-22, Imperial Beach Pier Plaza 
on Seacoast Dr 91932. For more info: 
619-429-6621 
 
July 4-6, 13th Annual Pechanga 
Powwow  877-997-8386 
 

August 29-31, Barona 619-443-6612 
 
Sept. 5-7 19th Annual Traditional 
Gathering Sycuan Reservation 619-445-
7776 
 
Red Hawk Tales… 
…You have stories to tell and that is 
what will keep the memory of a great 
people alive.  Pass the stories to your 
children.  Teach them who, where and 
what their people were.  Take time to 
search your ancestry.  Remember the 
past they took and have patience.  Stay 
in tune with your feelings and be strong 
in your search. 
 
Trace your walk, feel satisfaction in 
knowing the end of the rainbow you 
have looked for can be found at the toe 
of your moccasin after realizing who we 
are and what we have. 
 
--Chief John “Eagle Spirit” Campbell 
Cherokee Elders Council, Houston, TX 
 
 

Cherokee Festivals 
 

There were six main festivals or 
religious observances before the forced 
removal.  These festivals were to be 
observed at the capital.  The ugu (or 
ouga, or uku) (which is a derivation from 
the Cherokee work for Chief), seven 
Principal Counselors and people from all 
seven Cherokee clans participated. 
 
The first festival was the First New 
Moon of Spring Festival.  This festival 
was held in March.  The seven Principal 
Counselors determined when the moons 
would appear and a messenger would 
announce the upcoming festival to all the 
Cherokee people. 
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There were designated hunters to get the 
game for the feast, the dressing of a deer 
and the preparation of white deer skins, 
seven men were put in charge of the 
festival and seven men for food 
preparation. 
 
The first evening was when the selected 
women performed the friendship dance.  
The second day, all went to the water for 
ritual purification. 
 
The third day, the people fasted. 
 
The fourth day, all did friendship dances 
and ended the ceremony. 
 
Afterwards the Seven Counselors 
scheduled the sacred night dance.  They 
would have a religious dance, a new 
sacred fire was built and all old fires in 
the Cherokee homes were put out.  They 
also had a scratching ceremony and 
medicine taking prepared by the 
Medicine Men.  At the end, white deer 
skins were presented to the Festival 
Priests. 
 
The Green Corn Ceremony 
 
The Green Corn Ceremony was 
traditionally celebrated during late June 
or early July for about 4 days.  The dates 
scheduled for the celebration depended 
upon the time the first corn ripened. 
 
The ceremony was held in the middle of 
the ceremonial grounds.  Included in the 
rituals were the stomp dance, feather 
dance and buffalo dances.  At certain 
points of the ceremonies, the people 
fasted, played stickball, had corn 
sacrificing, took medicine and had a 
scratching ceremony.  Then after the 
fasting, they would feast. 

 
Another ritual observed was rinsing 
themselves in water and having prayer.  
It is believed when you get a cleansing, 
it washed away impurities or bad deeds 
and started a new life.  The cleansing 
ceremony was performed by a priest 
who was followed with fasting and 
praying and other sacred practices. 
 
The Mature Green Corn Ceremony 
 
The third Cherokee festival was called 
the Mature Green Corn Ceremony which 
was held about 45 days after the New 
Green Corn Ceremony. 
 
Before the festival, Honorable women 
performed a religious dance and decided 
when the festival would be held. 
 
The hunters were sent out to bring back 
game and there was a committee 
appointed for the festival. 
 
An arch was built with green branches, 
making an arbor in the ceremonial 
grounds.  The evening before the Green 
Corn Ceremony, all the clans took a 
branch that they used the next day 
during a noon ritual. 
 
They drank a special tea called a “Black 
Drink” which was used for cleansing and 
purifying. 
 
The people would have danced for days 
plus feast on game and corn.  The 
Ceremony lasted for 4 days. 
 
The Great New Moon Festival 
 
This festival was held around October.  
This marked the beginning of the 
Cherokee New Year.  It was believed 
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that the world was created in the season 
of autumn. 
 
The main counselors determined when 
the new moon would appear.  Hunters 
were sent out to catch game seven nights 
before the festival.  Seven men were 
selected to take charge of all planning 
and seven honorable women were 
chosen to prepare the food. 
 
The fifth festival was held about 10 days 
after the Great New Moon Festival.  The 
purpose of this festival was to make 
friends and for cleansing. 
 
A new sacred fire was built by the fire 
keeper and his assistants.  The fire 
keeper and his assistants fasted for seven 
days before the festival. 
 
There was a dance the night before the 
festival.  Others fasted during special 
designated days.  This festival killed the 
old fire and brought a new fire.  It also 
brought friendships by forgiving 
conflicts.  A brand new start.  This 
festival lasted 4 days. 
 
The sixth festival was held during the 
winter.  Tobacco was gathered from the 
people who participated in the feast.  
The people used pine or spruce and 
danced.   
 
The first movement was a march by 
alternating pairs of males and females.  
During the dance, women wore their 
turtle shells, formed a circle with the 
men in a single file and moved counter-
clockwise in a circle.  Each dancer took 
2  twigs of the spruce and waved them 
up and down like pigeon wings.  The 
fourth night, they made offerings to the 
sacred fire. 
 

Today, some Cherokee Traditionalists 
still observe these festivals.  Some 
ceremonial grounds observe some, if not 
all, of the occasions. 
 
Source: Cherokee National Cultural Resource 
Center.  cultural@cherokee.org 
 
 

Council of American 
Indian Organization 

of SD County 
 

Representatives of Native American 
organizations and individuals interested 
in advancing the Native American 
community are invited to attend the 
monthly meetings of the council of 
American Indian Organizations of San 
Diego County. 
 
Their next meeting is June 27 at 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Clairemont 
Community Center, 4731 Clairemont 
Drive. 
 
Their speaker will be Kate Spilde 
Contreras, of the Center for CA Native 
Nations, UC Riverside, on “The State of 
Tribal Gaming”. 
 
For further information, please contact 
them at 619-281-5964, ext. 104. 
 
 

Cherokee Basketry 
 
Native baskets represent the survival and 
vigor of native societies that were 
transformed and sometimes disappeared.  
Sarah Hill stated in Weaving New 
Worlds, that basketry was central to 
women’s activities and to Cherokee 
society. “As objects created and utilized 
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by women, baskets and mats conserved 
and conveyed their concepts, ideas, 
experience and expertise.”  Specifically, 
Cherokee and other native basket 
weavers wove into their mats and 
baskets or painted on them images of the 
animals and plants around them.  They 
also painted depictions of themselves 
acting in their social and marital roles. 
 
The women wove mats ordinarily six 
feet long by four feet broad and they 
were woven in designs.  Mats were used 
in every day life in the home for sitting, 
sleeping and flooring. 
 
During the days of the Works Projects 
Administration, field workers were sent 
into the Cherokee hills in Oklahoma to 
encourage the Cherokees to make 
baskets. 
 
In 1937, Lottie Stamper introduced 
basketry classes in the Eastern Cherokee 
Nation.  The classes in basketry mark a 
profound change in the way traditions 
were passed on.  Stamper collected old 
patterns, copied them in a notebook and 
reproduced them on graph paper. 
 
Many books now show photos of the 
students weaving baskets with the 
graphs hanging on the walls illustrating 
the number of over and under weaves for 
designs in both single and double woven 
plaited twilled baskets. 
 
What is important to this culture is that 
the designs had been unique to clans.  
The changing culture diminished the 
number of clans from 14 to 7 that are 
now identified by name. 
 
Of course, baskets have continued to 
combine the oldest traditions with 
current innovations in material, form, 

and function.  There is much written 
about the introduction of aniline dyes 
and baskets introduced by white settlers. 
 
It is important to note that both men and 
women wove white oak baskets.  Men 
began collecting river cane and cutting 
white oak trees.  Men were involved in 
carving the white oak handles and thus 
became involved in what was once only 
the woman’s domain. 
 
Western Cherokees began making heavy 
plaited hickory and willow baskets.  
Eastern Cherokees began weaving with 
native maple after they accomplished 
weaving with white oak splints. 
 
The Eastern and Western Cherokees 
continue to weave and dye their wood 
and river cane splints with puccoon for 
orange, red and blue.  There are many 
more plants that have been used for 
weaving and dyeing. 
 
Cherokees historically have made 
mainly woven baskets which have a 
warp and weft.  Some of the varieties, 
are checker work, where  the warp and 
weft pass over and under one another 
singly and twilled work, in which a 
strand of the weft passes over and then 
under two or more warp elements. 
 
The Eastern Band of the Cherokees have 
predominately woven the diamond and 
combination of diamonds in their river 
cane plaited baskets.  Members of the 
Cherokee Nation, Tahlequah, OK, as 
well as the Eastern Cherokees, continue 
to weave baskets by twilling.  
 
Many cane baskets are rimmed with 
cane and bound with hickory. 
 
 
Source:  http://cherokeebaskets.com 
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2nd Annual SDCC Picnic 
 

  
 

 

 

Chief Chad Smith 
 
 

 

 
Miss Cherokee 2008 – Lindsay Glass 

 
 

 

Making Corn Husk Dolls 
 
 

 

Senior Class of the Cherokee Youth Choir 
 

 
 

Weaving Baskets 
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